The pattern of psychiatric admissions of Caribbean-born immigrants in London.
Data from the mental health enquiry and the 1981 census are used to describe the age/sex specific pattern of first and total admissions of West Indian born patients to psychiatric hospitals in two Thames Regions. By contrast to native Britons, more young men, but not young women, appear to be admitted but the readmission rate for young patients of both sexes is high. Older West Indians of both sexes have a similar first admission rate to the native British. Older men but not older women have a low overall admission rate. Time trends suggest that there is a cohort of young men of whom the oldest are now in their early thirties who are at particular risk.